


TWO VIVID 
STORIES OF 
WAR-IN-THE-AIR 


Would their 
blazing guns 
destroy the bond 
between them ? 


Scarred with 
the brand of 
shame, he flew 
against 
impossible odds. 


THERE ARE 
FOUR AIR ACE 
PICTURE LIBRARIES 
ON SALE 
EVERY MONTH! 
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ON THE Barr OF Lapa letran LIE THE NAM 


Boe ONE, FOR THE BURDEN OF CO COMMAND Rah 
ADMITS NO LASTING PRIENDSHIPS, No TCR ere WN 
OF THE TOMORROW WHICH MAY NEVE! N 
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Chapter I. WEIGHT OF COMMAND 


Se a ee 
ti * 
HA Wr ? OULD BE THERE 


SH 
IN FIVE MINUTES, 
NAV. 









y THAT'S RIGHT, 
SKIPPER, TURN TEN 

DEGREES PORT TO PICK UP 
THE RAILWAY LINE. 





SWITCH ON, KORPORAL 

RICHTER. I HEAR THE FIRST 
THE ONE GOW ee BE GLAD 
ENGINES. HE EXPECTED HIS PILOTS y 
BACK ABOUT NOW... 
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BILL GLANCED AT 
THE CLOCK... 


WE'RE IN LUCK! 
THEY MUST BE EXPECTING 
THEIR, OW OWN, PLANES BACK, 
SIGNAL NON. ZL TLL CIRCLE 

ID WAIT FOR THEM. 


FOR THE GERMANS IT WAS HARD 

Soe ALWAYS THE THREAT 
INTRUDERS, LIKE BILL. 

BREW: ISTER. STILL, IT WAS GOOD 

EXPERIENCE , THE OBERST HAD SAID. 


1S HERE BEFORE 
BE AN 


SOMEBODY! 
US, HANS. IT WiLL 
LANDING WITH THIS MOON. 
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THE MOMENT BEFORE THE JUNKERS' z 

WHEELS “TOUCHED THE GROUND, A 

STREAM OF FIRE LANCED INTO THE aE 

PLANE FROM THE MOSQUITO ABOVE... @ 


=>. 
>. 


LSS 


THE KILLING HAD BEEN COLD-BLOODED. 
BUT THE GERMAN GUNNERS HAD 
KNOCKED OUT ONE OF BREWSTER'S 
ENGINES AND GETTING BACK TO BASE 
nose Ee EVEN MORE HAZARDOU! 
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IT WAS A SHORT TRIP. OVER THE SEA : 


HEIGHT Peon TH 
HEAVENS / ae HAVE TO RISK THE 


RADAR. WE NEARLY DITCHED S772 BG 


* HEYie WATCH IT, 


Tee WAS = NOTHING 


OF TRACER, A DOZEN GEARCHLIGHTS SUDDENLY” 
GRIPPED THEM. 
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7 

BUT THERE WA‘ ANSWER FROM THE THE FULL FURY OF THE MOMENT CLUTCHED 

NAVIGATOR. 7 BILL BREWSTER’S LEAVEN BRAIN. IT WAS A 
OOD 





6 NO 
NOT ASLEEP AGAIN, FOR MOMENT HE WAS NEVER TO FORGET. 
ETE? ON Ex TLL HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY "TO THE 
one \. BEEN HIT! Z WHEN 1 GET BACK, C0, OR NO 


I THEIR 

TINT FOR TONIGHT. C.0.s ARE ALL THE 
SAME, THEY DON'T CARE NONE f 

Pe OF THEM CARE A DARN mat 


y 


WS 


Sx 


“y 


WHEN BILL. 
BATTERED 
Hig VOICB 
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THE C.0. WAS IN THE CONTROL SO BILL BREWSTER WAS GIVEN _A WEEK'S LEAV 
me a gta ual faa INE HE HAD CAUGHT UP SOME OF HIS SLEEP, BUT Ne. 

RE LIFE.. PIT 65EEN payer ligats DEATH WAS STILL A VIVID AND PAINFUL 





HIS DECISION... a 

HAMILTON WAS ONE OF QUR BEST ‘ 

NAVIGATORS. BILL WILL BE BADLY | KEEP ON THE KERB, 

UPSET... WHAT A SWINE HE MUST J i CORPORAL, OLD BREWSTER 

THINK I AM. THAT'S WHERE IT CUTS THE CORNERS A BIT 
ST. ORD! ARE ORDERS. FINE “—< 


HURTS MOST. 
1 CAN'T AFFORD TO BE SOFT 


HULLO, BILL! HAD 

A SMASHING LEAVE, 

EHP YOU LUCKY . 
SO-AND-SO 





I HATE THIS BREEZY 
BACK- SLAPPING RUBBISH. 
STILL, IT'S JUST A 


PROTECTION I SUPPOSE. 
WE'RE ALL AS SCARED AS 
THE NEXT MAN, REALLY. 
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BUT THE C.O. HA? SOME STE 
UNEXPECTED NEWS FOR HIM. ve OY. va Tor NEWS FOR 
ae You. COMMANT DRE Oe POSTING 


YOu AS_C 
TRAINING SCHOOL. TLL BE BE 
SORRY TO LOSE: 





THIS IS QUITE A A. SHOCK, 


sik. I 
OUT ? > 
BENS! JSS: AWAY us: Bees ME, BILL, YOU'RE LUCKY 10 


NTO COMMAND THIS. WAY. 
THE SQUAZRON WON'T CHAPS 


OUT NI 

SEND alt ANE TIAMILTON ag ee 
SQUADRON COMMANDER IS 

LONELIEST MAN IN THE AIR FORCE. 
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WHEN HE GOT ‘TO HEADQUARTERS, HE SUMMONED THE, FLIGHT COMMANDERS. HE STILL FELT 
STRANGELY UNCERTAIN” OF MIMSELF AS FLIGHT LIEUT "DINGLE” SLL CAME SMARTLY INTO 


DELL. SIR, oe FLIGHT. I PASSED FLIGHT LIEUTENANT 
MACFARLANE THE HANGARS, SiR, HAVING TROUBLE 
WITH HIS be. HE'LL BE- HERE C DIRECTLY.,. 


A MINUTE LATER “A” FLIGHT pall genic CHE? MACFARLANG, D.F.C., CANADIAN EX-BATTLE OF 
BRITAIN PILOT OPENED THE DOOR 


U WANNA 
WATCH oe LOCAL GAS, 7 
MY CARBURETTOR'S FULL We 
MUP. OH, SORRY, SiR! 
MACFARLANE'S THE NAME, 
I DIDN'T REALISE... 
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CHUCK WAS DISAPPOINTED.” HG OPENLY SPISER ANY OFFICER WHO BAG NOLES, AND vet 
iP cas wee nat Ss eee 


rE Ua 7 /) Ij i] 


aan 
MOSSIE PPE 108 A OXPEST Fe MISSES 


vd 





FLIGHT LIEUT, “INGLE” DELL EYED HIS FELLOW FLIGHT COMMANDER 
ee ane IN BY ed OF SMOKE. HE REMEMBERED HOW HE 


HAD 
E BROUGHT A WHITLEY BACK FROM BREMEN ON ONE ENGINE. 


POMPOUS IT'LL BE O.K. 


BREWSTER DID_NOT. BECOME POMPOUS, BUT NEITHER 
DID HE BECOME FRIENDLY =A FACT THAT BOTH CHUCK 
AND SINGLE RESENTED AS THE DAYS WENT BY... 


THEM A_DAI 
1 RECKON. Shy, WI 
Ie Bus BUS FOR 
5 7 youl SCARE ME ONE BUST AGAIN, 
DAY WITH YOUR CLOSE 
FORMATION FLYING. IT'S 
WONDER YOUR 
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IT WAS ON ONE OF THESE OFF-DUTY OCCASIONS THAT 
BILL BREWSTER ALLOWED HIMSELF THE LUKURY OF. BEING FRIENDL™... 


YOU CHAPS GOING 12 SALISBURY P 


HE'LL GET Ti 
iB IT... 
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‘Tae CLIMBED UP THE CC CONTROL TOWER 
STEPS. HEH T ONE OF His fl 


FLIGHT COM We IA BIT DICKY, 
ABOUT COMMANDERS Ws fol POUBTALL ne Si. THERE'S A Sa beeo MOVING 


SZ ANDO THE CLOUD BASE IS PRETTY 


yer TAD. WELL, DINGLE, YOU KNOW MORE. 
ABOUT THE GAME THAN I DO. BUT 
OR INGTING SAYS PRESS ONO 
THEVLL BE oe oes Pas THESE 





OUT AT DISPERSAL,CHUCK MACFARLANE WAS STRAPPING HIMSELF INTO AN ANSON. HE WAS 
GOING TO DO ONE CIRCUIT WITH HIS STAR PUPIL AND THEN LET HIM GO SOLO, 
\Y 


BOY, I LOVE THIS ENGLISH WEATHER! STILL IT’S JUST . 
THE TICKET FOR YOUR FIRST NIGHT SOLO, TALLON. : 
- PLENTY OF OPPOSITION, NOTHIN’ BETTER. 


GLORY, I_ SUPPO 
Hes RIGHT. I TRUST 
OLD CHUCK ANNs 


BILL TOLD THE CONTROL OFFICER TO GIVE CHU 
\Fe 
NZ Y NWIND ~~ 
2 LEG. OVER, 


“ aN 
DOWNWIND, “x 
AND BLOOD | “CS 

AVE NO STARBOARD ~ 
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BACK IN THE TOWER, BILL WAS SUDDENLY MUCH MORE 
WORRIED THAN HE WOULD HAVE ADMITTED. MOREOVER. HE 


WAS MORE WORRIED THAN DINGLE. 


CHUCK MADE A PERFECTLY NORMAL 
SINGLE -ENGINED LANCOING. THEN TO 
HIS AMAZEMENT, HE SAW A RED VER 
LIGHT ARCING: UP INTO THE NIGHT. 


os 
ff ® 
ter, ~ S 


i ; Pp OOT AIRBORNE, SIR. Se 
Wi 4 
| Nw g Z 


NV 
N 


THEN WHY AM I SO 
WORRIED I'D BETTER 
SCRUB FLYING. NONE OF 
OTHER INSTRUCTORS 

STED TO 


Fo W PETER 
FINALS. OUT. 





Ta ; 
i? WELL, TLL BE DARNED/ WHO WOULD 
HAVE TH 


OUGHT A GUY LIKE BREWSTER, 
OPS.— THE LOT, WOULD CHEAT THESE 
PUPS OUT OF A LITTLE EXCITING FLYING, 


SEEMED AS THOUGH 

WE HAD BAGS O} N 
4 VISIBILITY ONCE WE JSS 
74 Oe. 


x 


YA 
S 


LISS » 
veil! SNe 
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CHUCK CUT OFF THE GOOD ENGINE AND LEFT 
THE MACHINE TO BE TOWED AWAY FROM THE 
RUNWAY. HE CLAMBERED OUT AND JUMPED 
INTO THE WAITING FIRE ENGINE. 





C'MON, SERGEANT, PUT 
THAT FOOT O' YOURS DOWN 
REAL HARD AND DROP ME AT 
THE TOWER. I'M GONNA FIND 
OUT WHY THEY'VE SCRUBBED 

— 

CAN'T COMPLAIN, 
MYSELF, SIR. I'M LOOKIN’ Y 
FORWARD TO A NICE HOT 

CUPPA TEA. 


WHAT IN. THE HECK 
DOES THE OLD’ MAN 
THINK HE'S PLAYING AT? 
You JUST WAIT TILL 


T SEE HIM, DINGLE / 


WELL, ACTUALLY 
7 ADVISED HIM TO 
SCRUB FLYING. 





Cruel Harvest 19 


CHUCK EXPLODED, WERE THESE 
eel caer ae PHONEY'S 





x 








YOU BROUGHT HER IN GUY'S ‘TOO 
NICELY, CHUCK, COULDN'T 
HAVE DONE IT BETTER 

MYSELF. - 


BILL WAS ALREADY IN THE MESS WHEN CHUCK 
STORMED IN: ay ( WHY THE BLAZES DID YOU CANCEL 





BILL'S SUDDEN CHANGE OF MOOD WAS LIKE TS 
A WHIRLWIND, HE ROUNDED ON THE FLIGHT COMMANDER. tt” 





YOUR PUPIL'S LUCKY TO BE ALIVE, MACFARLANE, oe 
AND WHEN I WANT ADVICE FROM YOU, I'LL ASK 
FOR IT,.NOW GET OLU/T OF My WAY / 


SNS, N 
Nw Non, 


Chapter 2. THE NEW SQUADRON 


THAT EVENING, BILL BREWSTER FELT OF COURSE CHUCK WAS 
MORBIDLY DEPRESSED. GONE WERE Pp RIGHT. I SUPPOSE THAT'S 
THE OLD CAREFREE DAYS, BUT WHAT WHAT MADE ME SO ANGRY. 
HAD GONE WRONG P HE HAD TAKEN BUT IT_ WASN'T ONLY THE 
ADVICE, DE THE WRONG . PUPILS T DIDN'T WANT TO 
DECISION AND HAD BEEN CAUGHT RISK. 


“@ 


SS 


) 


\ 


) 


d 


y MEANWHILE, THE ALLIES WERE BUILDING UP FOR THE INVASION OF EUROPE. NEW 
SEUADEONS WERE FORMING TO PROVIDE Ale SUPPORT. EXPERIENCED OFFICERS 
WERE URGENTLY NEEDED TO COMMAND ‘THEM. 


tve BEEN ~ ae 
D TO COMMAND 
ONE OFTHE NEW STRIKER 
FORCE SQUADRONS, DELL, 
VE TO GO TO. 


. OVER THIS AFTERNOON. ~# RIGHT, SIR, 


f CONGRATULATIONS. WY 
€ 





22 Cruel Harvest, 
DINGLE BROKE THE NEWS TO CHUCK. THEY WERE OLD FRIENDS AND THE NIGHT FLYING 
INCIDENT BETWEEN THEM HAD SOON BEEN FORGOTTEN. ~] 

3 Sd AEH 
WELL, TLL BE DARNED/ HE'S ONLY BEEN : 
OFF ONE MONTH AND WE'VE BEEN STUCK Al Ls 


N, YO 
4 MUST BE GLAD THE 
IN THIS OUMP FOR EIGHTEEN /~ STILL, LIKE J 
ALL C.0:5, IT'S GOOD RIPDANCE FOR’ US. = hy C.0:5 GOING. 





= 


ey Ne ee ee aye HE / DO I HAVE 
ORDERS, BREWSTER. IS THERE NEE 
HiS INSTRUCTIONS. HE WAS TO | AN ( ANY, CH. 
| LEAD A SQUADRON OF 77 YTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO OF CHOOSING 


MUSTANG ARMY SUPPORT| | MY FLIGHT 
FIGHTER BOMBERS. 3}, COMMANDERS, 


aan 








ON THE WAY DOWN TO HEADQUARTERS, BILL HA? DONE SOME HARD THINKING. 
HE WANTED MEN THAT HE KNEW AND WHO KNEW HIM 


E HE HAD DONE THE RIGHT THING. Chg DAG NEVER eat HIM_ AND 


BUT THEN IT WAS CHUCK WHO HAD WAI PRESS IN_ SPITE OF HIS 
AS it TO MAINTAIN DISCIPLINE AT ALL TIMES. 


1 KNOW TM NOT STILL €.0, CORPORAL, BUT ; 

RSX 7 AT WON'T PREVENT ME FROM REPORTING YOUR PPX 
eatete DIRTY BUTTONS TO MY SUCCESSOR / 

a. eee 


oa 
ees 


av OM 
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BILL FOUND HIS SUCCESSOR ALREADY [~ : 
I DIDN'T EXPECT TO BE BACK, BUT: 
INSTALLED Al: DEAVGUARTERS: IM ‘TAKING THE TWO FLIGHT COMMANDERS 


WITH ME TO MY NEW SQUADRON. COULD 
YOU ARRANGE FOR THEM TO FLY OVER TO 
COLLECT THE MUSTANGS? THE PUPILS f 
CAN FLY THE ANSONS BACK HERE... 





I SHOULD THINK SO, -OLD 
SUPPOSE THERE'LL 


DID I OVERHEAR YOU SAYING 
YOU'D REPORT A CORPORAL 
TO ME FOR DIRTY BUTTONS? 
SHALL I BE LOSING HIM 

AS WELL? 


£64 


§ IS THAT REALLY } 
ALL THEY THINK < 
OF ME? 


BILL KNEW THAT HE HAD BEEN HIGH-HANDED. 
AUTHORITY, HAD AFFECTED HIM THAT WAY. 


‘WELL IF THAT DOESN'T IT'S HIS CAR 
BEAT ALL! I THOUGHT ° 
WE'D GOT RID OF HIM. cust gsile 
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BUT THEIR WHOOP OF JOY WHEN THEY HEARD THE NEWS OCULLED THE EDGE OF HIS 


TM SORRY TO SAY YOU'LL HAVE TO PUT UP WITH 2 GREETING, AND HE WAS Gi. 
I 


ME. A BIT LONGER. THE C.O. HAS KINDLY LENT YOU 








Me REST OF THe he 
SQUADRON P.... MUSTANGS ? 
SQUADRON. YOU'RE : ; 
TO BE MY FLIGHT wel CAN'T BELIEVE IT.../ 
COMMANDERS | ; 
IN A_NEW 
SQUADRON. 


TWO AIRCRAFT TO FLY OVER TO DISBURY TO COLLECT / 


“OPS. AGAIN?... 
YIPPEE ! 


BOTH FLIGHT COMMANDERS WERE IN HIGH SPIRITS AS THEY 
CAME IN TO LAND AT THE AIRCRAFT HOLDING CENTRE. 
CHUCK LET HIS STAR PUPIL LAND HIM ON. 


WELL, TALLON, YOU DID YER 
Hee Ba Bee Sn Y (ae 
. JEST Ni i \T 
WAY AND YOU'LL SURE MAKE Sine See eK 
THE GRADE. LET YOU DOWN. 
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THE PUPILS CAUGHT THE EXCITEMENT OF THEIR OFFICERS. 
IT NEVER OCCURRED TO THEM THAT THEY MIGHT NOT 
HAVE LONG TO LIVE ON THE CREST OF THIS WAVE. 

— 


("We NEVER SEEN MEN 
THATLL BE THE DAY, $0 EXCITED. MAKES YOU 


TALLON. LUCKY DEVILS / FEEL GLAD FOR 'EM. 





CHUCK AND DINGLE STRODE OVER TO THE CREW ROOM. ALL, 
OTHER MEMBERS OF THESGUADRON HAD ARRIVED EXCEPT THE C.O. 


LZ 
= Pilla THIS |S GOING TO BE 
)” xen yOu GUYS FOR A BIT STRANGE, THEY'RE 


a E ALL SO YOUNG, MUSTN'T 
TEE RTE ea ne TREAT THEM LIKE PUPILS. 


IONG THE PILOTS THERE WAS ONE, P.O. 
A _NUMBER OF HOURS ON 
DONE _ HIS 


TAKE IT EASY, FELLER. 
I MIGHT BE YA FLIGHT COMMANDER, 


HEY, THAT'S A CANADIAN VOICE. 

NICE TO HAVE YOU WITH US, BUD. 
I WAS JUST GIVING THESE FELLOWS A 
FEW TIPS ABOUT THE MUSTANGS— SAY; 
HOW ABOUT, THAT RODEO JOKE OF 


ONLY A FEW MOMENTS AFTER THE OTHER TWO. HE 


FLASHING SCARF. 
SCARF. Take THAT RAG OFF YOUR 
NECK, MY LAD. I DON'T WANT \ 
ANY OF THAT SORT OF 
NONSENSE IN MY SQUADRON. 
YOU'D BETTER FLY No.1. 
” WITH 





Cruel Harvest 


AS HE LINED HIS SQUADRON UP ON THE RUNWAY, BILL EeGre Tey THE IMPRESSION HE 
HAD MADE IN CREW ROOM. ses ee THis 6LPREME EME MOMENT FOR HIM. HE WAS EVEN 
Renadazed OF HIS NEW MACHINE. 


THE SQUADRON FORMED UP IN THREE VICS OF FOUR. YOUNG LITSON_WAS Al 
SMARTING FROM BILL pr gd TONGUE. HE TUCKED? HIS MUSTANG IN I 


SIDE Te SGUADEON 


I'LL SHOW THE OLD MAN 
ICKEN. ifRAPS 


THAT TIM NO CH! 
HE'LL CHANGE HIS MIN 
ABOUT MY SCARF. 
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IGHT ENCOURAGE THE 
APPROACHED STANBOURNE, THEIR NEW BASE, HE 


BUT P.O. LITSON, THE 
GREAT MUSTANG PILOT, 
HAD FORGOTTEN 
SOMETHING. HE HAD 
A MAN OUTSIDE HIM 
IN THE VIC! 
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LITSON'S MUSTANG CARTWHEELED CRAZILY THE OTHER MUSTANG WAS PILOTED BY 

DOWN. ' NOT HAVING SECURED HIS SAFETY P.0. GAM “SHORTY” CROUCH, A TALL 

HARNESS, HE WAS CRUSHED INTO ONE CHEERFUL YOUNG MAN WITH A LIKING 
THE COCKPIT BY THE FOR PRACTICAL JOKES. THis ONE HE 


FEROCIOUS MY DID NOT LIKE ! 
| : TRIED TOO 






| SOMEWHERE. 1 
WONDER WHERE? / 





_ 24 ¢glFZ 
te Zh 


WAS A MOMENT OF THE WHOLE SQUADRON. FOR BILL BREWSTER IT WAS 


IT HORROR FOR 
DOUBLY CRUEL. BUT HIS LONG OPERATIONAL EXPERIEN AD GIVEN HIM IRON SELF~ 
CONTROL, HIS VOICE OVER THE RT. WAS VERY CALMS ae a 


a S YOU CAN MAKE THE AIRFIELC, 


> CROUCH, DON'T WORRY ABOUT 
WARNING THEM, [LL DO THAT 
FOR YOU. 


/ 

















. F-—aa, 
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ALTHOUGH NOT USUALLY INCLINED TO PANIC, SAM FOUND 
THAT THE C.Q'S VOICE GAVE HIM ADDED CONFIDENCE. 


BLIMEY, MUST BE 

A PRETTY EXPERIENCED THE WHEELS t Ni 

PILOT. THAT'S A MARVELLOUS JUST IN CASE I 
LANDING APPROACH. OVERSHOOT, 


bag 
SURGICAL UNIT & 


ALTHOUGH SAM CROUCH HAD HAD LESS EXPERIENCE THAN 
LITSON, HE MADE A PERFECT FORCED LANDING. 
7 VV 


CONTROL FROM BUSTER. LEADER, WILL YOU 
ARRANGE FOR RO. CROUCH TO TAKE THE SPARE 
MUSTANG? ALL BUSTER AIRCRAFT TO _TAX/ TO 
DISPERSAL FOR REFUELLING. WE'LL TAKE OFF 

IN FIFTEEN MINUTES. 
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BILL. KNEW IT WAS THE ONLY WAY TO RESTORE MORALE. HE CALLED HIS PILOTS TOGETHER AT 


DISPERSAL. 
NOW YOU ALL SEE WHAT 
NK YOU . 
YING 


r 
iar 
Vg 

ix 


é ys 

_ = PILE 
CRIKEY, I'M -GHAKING 
Like A LEAF—SO THIS, 

A IS OPERATIONAL FLYING. 


BUSTER SQUADRON AIRBORNE, 
TURNING PORT AND LEAVING 
CIRRCOWT, OVER. 


MAYBE BILL BREWSTER'S 
E2 ALL. HE WAS 


IG 
ALL AIRBORNE AGAIN. 
SHOW THE KIDS WE MEAN 
BUSINESS... 





A.A.—117 


REO LEADER FROM 
BUSTER, CHECK YOUR 
NUMBER 2, HE SHOULD 


THIS IS MARVELLOUS! 
MUST LOOK LIKE THE 
HENDON AIR DISPLAY 
FROM DOWN THERE. 








ay a 


LT 


FORTY MINUTES LATER, BUSTER SQUADRON THUNDERED ROUND 
THE CIRCUIT AT STANBOURNE, BILL COULD AT LAST RELAX. 
—_—— 


WE MADE IT. NOW 
WE CAN CALL OURSELVES 
A SQUADRON 
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Chapter 3. CALCULATED RISK 


SO NUMBER 666 SQUADRON HAD BEEN FLEDGED WITH TEARS. THE TWO 
FLIGHT COMMANDERS GOT TOGETHER AND HAD A GOOD NATTER. 


WELL, DINGLE BOY, I/M_DARNED GLAD 
THAT'S OVER. C.O.'LL BE PLEASED I GUESS. 
MUST'VE BIN PERTY TOUGH WHEN LITSON DOES THIS 
PLUNGED INTO YOUNG CROUCH. MAKE YOU 
FEEL ANY BET 


TER 
ABOUT OLD BILL 7 








. YOU AND ME'VE BIN 
T'GETHER A LONG TIM 
INGLE. 


You MEAN 
TO HELP BILL 
LICK THESE 
KIDS INTO 

SHAPE ‘PF 
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THAT EVENING BILL. SAW THEY'RE HAPPY NOW, THOSE TWO. 
CHUCK AND DINGLE SET NEW EY WOULD BE. THEY'LL 
OFF TOGETHER FOR A Bul 

LOCAL RECONNAISSANCE. 








THEIR FIRST ASSIGNMENT WAS TO STRAFE GERMAN GUN POSITIONS ON THE NORMANDY 

COAST. THEY FLEW OVER THE BIGGEST INVASION FLEET THE WORLD HAD EVER MUSTERE! 
4 ~\\ WONDER HOW MANY 

BOY, WHAT ) OF THOSE POOR PONGOS 

A SIGHT / WILL GET THROUGH THIS 


THE FLAK WAS TERRIFIC AND BILL WAS FORCED TO MAKE 
A LAST-MINUTE DECISION. RAW AC7V7 ; 


OF THE TARGET, Chil . 
TO ESTIMATE ‘DAMAGE, GOOD LUCK! 





Cruel Harvest 7 
CHUCK HAD NOT BEEN PREPARED FOR THIS. HE WAS AMAZED. 


HOLY MACKEREL / 
WHY DOE: ery HE LEAD 
RiMeeLr 2 DON'T 

















CHUCK, IN SPITE OF HIS BATTLE OF 


BUT CH 
BRITAIN ree A Pra NOT SEEN MUCH 
FLAK. DINGLE HAD— AND HE UNDERSTOOD. 





666 SQUADRON GUNS PASTED THE GERMAN BATTERY 
IL. THE MOUNTINGS WERE REDUCED TO A PILE 
SPLINTERED STEEL. ONI 

REMAINED UNTOUCHE 
ee ee Lae 


PE AAAA-CH 





BILL DIVED IN LOWER AND SLOWER THAN THE REST. HIS ORDERS HAD BEEN TO 
ANNIHILATE THE GUN POSITIONS AND HE WAS RMINED TO ASSESS THE DAMAGE 


DETE! 
ACCURATELY, HE KNEW THE RISK HE WAS TAKING. 


x 
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AT THAT SAME 

SECOND, BILL. YOUR LOT... 
PUNCHED THE 4 MISSION __, 
FIRING BUTTON. COMPLETED. 


SS . 
IT. WAS ALL OVER, BOTH ENEMIES «_ 
HAD AIMED TRUE. BILL'S SHATTERED; 
MUSTANG SLAMMED INTO ‘THE ; 
GERMAN GUN-PIT. 


e 


-e 


“SS 


AAAAGHS 
a 


7 PS 
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AT THAT MOMENT | - WELL, BREWSTER DID A GOOD JOB... 
DINGLE GLANCED BUT HE PAID THE PRICE. IT TOOK COURAGE 
BEHIND HIM AS HE To GO LAST, AS HE DID... 

STREAKED ROUND cee 

AND UP, p= : 





re 
rene 
0% 


renee, 
SEY 
ra 
Se 
LZ 


AS DINGLE REFORMED WITH THE REST 
OF THE SQUADRON, HE HAD A SUDDEN 
THOUGHT... 2 


THAT MEANS 
ONE OF US FOR 
6.0. GLAD CHUCK'S 
LEADING Now, 
ANYWAY, 








ALL THE REST OF THEM HAD 
PED Thi GE OF 


ATTACK. SUCH WAS THE 
DAILY MIRACLE OF OPS. 


BAD LUCK ABOUT 
THE POOR OLD C.0. 
I DION'T SEE HIM. 

OID YOU, PETE P 


Cruel Harvest. 4l 


ANY DAMAGE, SIRT 


WE'LL. HAVE A 
LOOK ROUND, MAXWELL, 
SHALL WET OUGHT 
TO_ BE LIKE A BLOOMIN! 
SIEVE. 'FRAIO THE C.0,'S 
HAD IT. i 


NO, OLD MAN, BUT WE FAIR 
PLASTERED THOSE JERRIES. HAD 
THEM SPOT ON ALL THE WAY 

IN. GOOD OLD TREBLE SIX. 


[Za OA 


egy, eer, . 


oe 
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THE TWO FLIGHT COMMANDERS STAYED WITH THEIR FLIGHTS AT DEBRIEFING. IT _WAS. 
ALMOST AS THOUGH THEY WERE AVOIDING EACH OTHER. ONLY DINGLE HAD SEEN THE C.0. DIE 





I HOPE THE RIGGERS CAN 
MEND MY KITE, DI 
VITAL, THOUGH. J 
COULD FLY Hi 


INGLE, NOTHIN 

UST FABRIC. 

ER AS SHE IS— 
JERRIES MIGHTN’T SEE ME 

AS COMING J 


WHEN CHUCK AND DINGLE MET LATER, NEITHER MENTIONED THE FLIGHT OR ANYTHING TO 
DO WITH THE SQUADRON. THEIR CASUAL MANNER HIP? AN ALMOST UNBEARABLE TENSION. 
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Chapter 4. FULL CIRCLE 


SQUADRON LEADER DELL 
70_RING_ INTELLIGENCE, ADEE 


TTA BOY, DING! 
otp SON. YOU MADE 


THE NEW C.0'5 REACTION WAS 
IMMEDIATE AND VIOLENT, HIS ORCS 
BIT DEEP LIKE POWERFUL ACID. 


COURT MAR’ 
THAT THE OpecEeS" MESS PRONE |S 
NOT SECRET / os 


CONGRATULATIONS, 
SIR. I HAVE URGENT 
SQUADRON INSTRUCTIONS © 


BRIPGEHEAD. dan 
TO MOVE IN IN 
WENT ee 
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CHUCK WAS \7 YOU HEARD WHAT I SAID 
TO THE SERGEANT, DIDN'T You? 
GET THE PILOTS TO REPORT 
\ TO FLIGHTS —~WOW 





CHUCK WAS DUMBFOUNZED. HERE WAS HIS OLDEST 
FRIEND HOLDING OUT ON HIM. 


WELL, TILL BE A SON OF A GUN! 
NEVER THOUGHT AVE GET TAKEN 
LIKE THAT. HECK, IM DARNED 
GLAD_IM ‘STILL, JUST A PLAIN 

ORDINARY PEELO/ 
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TT HE DID NOT FORGET TOMEI [THERE WAS A CERTAIN “GRIT” BEHIND 

SS THE ORDERS. Rate it vi TORT. Rees 

, HEY, C'IMON, YOU GUYS. : * ‘ BLACKBERRIES, OLD MAN. 

c.0O. WANTS US AT THE : > 4) THEYRE IN SEASON, YOU 
FLIGHTS RIGHT NOW. . x KNOW. 


4 | 





CHUCK FELT EDGY AND_DIP NOT APPRECIATE SAM'S IRONY. PERHAPS HE, TOO, 
WAS LOSING HIS SENSE OF HUMOUR... 
LUCKY For YOU YOU MADE A_ MOVE, 
CROUCH J DON'T WANT ANY SPROG 
P.O'S ON MY BACK, RIGHT P 


me 
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MEANWHILE, THE NEW ¢.0. HAD REACHED 
THE INTELLIGENCE ROOM. | yOu WUST. LOCK THAT 
T WHAT L 


SAID ON THE ‘PHONE J! 


eat 


Lge oo 


LG 


i 
tH 


ae iS, LOGAN. ONE — 
YOUR INTELLIGENCE SERGEANT 
BROADCASTS TOP SECRET 
: INFORMATION ON A: PUBLIC 'PHONE; 
\SS TWO = T° SUGGEST YOU REMEMBER 
THAT YOU'RE TALKING JO THE C.O. 


ey | an AND Wh AREN'T. THE ADMIN. 
ay STAFF HERE P 


Z 


WN 





D> 


WHY _ THE HECK AREN'T ‘mane HERE ALReArY. iris No! 
I MUSTN'T SAY iT. OH, HEAVENS —I HADN'T 
BEEN GIVEN THIS SLAMING JOB: SOME oe's GOT 
TO DO_IT THOUGH, zo I SUPPOSE IT MIGHT 

AS WELL BEM 


2s, as | x 

















THE ORDERS THAT SQUADRON-LEADER DELL HAD READ WERE EXCITING BUT 
EXTREMELY _ DEMANDING. 666 SQUADRON WERKE HE FIRST TO BE HURLEO INTO 


THE BATTLE LINE. 
TWENTY FOUR HOURS ne 
SHORT NOTICE. NO TIM! 
FOR rieMANEr NS. oe YEZOPER 
CRATING. WELL DO OUR 
BEST. BU 
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THE C.0'S RETORT WAS CRISP AND THERE_WAS ANOTHER PROBLEM. CHUCK WAS 
BRUTALLY UNCOMPROMISING. ote mas THE FLIGHTS WHEN THE NEW C.O. 





IT'S DARNED WELL. 
ALL / 


f.0. MORGAN WAS SUMMONED. HE WAS A RATHER DULL LITTLE MAN. HE HAD 
BEEN A FLYING INSTRUCTOR AND HAD _ONLY JUST ARRIVED THE DAY BEFORE. 


a Aa al IM USED TO DEALING WITH 
MORGAN, You VON T. WORRY, SIR. 
MACFARLANE Witt “ee PRETTY TLL HAVE A WORD WITH THAT 
BUSY, NOW, DON'T STAND TALL, LANKY P.O. SEEMS 
ANY oa FROM : wan A BIT. COCKY TO ME. 2 








MORGAN BOUNCED OUT OF THE OFFICE. CHUCK WAS ALONE WITH DINGLE. 


YOU FORGET.I SHARE THE FLIGHTS WITH 

THAT LITTLE SQUIRT.MAN TO MAN, DINGLE, Ie ae 
YOU MUST BE CRAZY. CAN'T YOU SEI 
HE'S "NC IDEA T SAM CROUCHILL BAT HIM 


iM 

TO KEEP THE 
a JOU BE LEADING” 
f ff 

nen. v THE ATTACK. 
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Sana REACHED OUT OVER THE SEA AT NEARLY FULL THROTTLE. HE WAS STUNNED 
YY WHAT HAD HAPPENED, BUT WAS DETERMINE? TO MAKE THIS OF A 8088 SHOW. 


MESSERSCHMITTS. THEN _ ATTACK 
THE TARGET AFTER WEKE CLEAR, 


= 
EA 


GL. 
LAP ayy, Mh 


TREBLE SIX SCREAMED LOW OVER THE BEACHES. MORGAN PULLED UP AND 
TO THE LEFT. CHUCK HAD TIMED THINGS PERFECTLY. THE TARGET WAS DEAD AHEAD, 


poo 
BLUE, SECTION -o.: 7 oy 
HY Oe - 
- - 





BREAK / BREAK ! 
HERE WE GO, 
~~. FELLERS / 


af a 


CHUCK'S SPOT 
ON— THE FLAK 
BOYS HAVEN'T 
GOT A 





WHAT A SIGHT, THE 


SOME, OF TH 
PLOTS. NEE? DA LESS 
IN LOW FLYING / 


_ |) BUT a oe ODD_PILOTS een ice NO eee 
THEY WERE FIVE MESSERSCHM 1o9 E 
FROM THE CRACK BLACK DIAMOND STARFEL. 


THIS IS A 
PIECE OF CAKE. 


HOPE THE OTHERS 
HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SHOOT AT. 
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ZB Ot : 
“iO TETTET OAs 
de oo | 


_ a 
aa aid 


AS CHUCK EASED HIS MACHINE OUT OF THE 
DIVE, HE FLICKED HIS EYES TO THE MIRROR. 


\ 
N 
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WHEN MORGAN SAW THE MUSTANGS THEN AS HE TURNED FOR THE COAST, 
FLUNGING DRWN IN FLAMES: HE MORGAN SPOTTED THE MESSERSCHM! 
‘SED TO MIRE THE WONDER OF STREAKING . 
THE SCENE. 8U7 HE THOUGHT THEY INLAND. AND I NEVER EVEN SAW , 
SAP BEEN H/T BY FLAK 7 Cae THEM / IT'S ALL AVY FAULT 
THAT'S MORE THA p 


NI 
SO PER CENT CASUALTIES 
IN ONE TRIP! WE'D BETTER 


KEEP TRYING AIR SEA_RESCUE ANDO HANG ON TO THAT 
LINE GROU! 


TO P. IM GOING TO SEE THE PILOTS. LET 
ME KNOW AT ONCE IF YOU GET ANY CLUES. 
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IT WAS ONLY BY A SUPERHUMAN EFFORT 
THAT DINGLE CONTROLLED HIMSELF. SAM CROUCH HIT 
ra? < THE DECK RIGHT UNDER 
mee ARE YOU ABSOLUTELY ME, SIK..FLIGHT LIEUTENANT 
SURE YOU SAW THEM ALL MACFARLANE EXPLODED 
GO DOWN ?P IN FRONT OF HIM. 





I'M AFRAID NOT, 
DIDN'T YOU SEE ANY, SIR. THEY WERE TOO 
PARACHUTES, MORGAN? YOU FAR AWAY. 

WERE SUPPOSED TO BE 

COVERING THEM, WEREN'T YOU? 


iy 
Ny 
Wy 
AY Le 
ft 





DINGLE DARED NOT TRUST HIMSELF IN THE PRESENCE OF 


THE 
R PILOTS. HE. TOOK MORGAN ASIDE TO THE FLIGHT OFFICE.§ 


"I'M AFRAID THERE'S NOTHING PERHAPS YOU'D LIKE TO 
CAN SAY, SIZ— EXCEPT THAT }/ EXPLAIN THAT TO THEIR 


A \ 
i: LEARNT A LESSON FAMILIES, MORGAN._I/M FLYING RB 


DB OVE! 

AFTERNOON. 
BRING THE REST OVER 
WHEN YOU GET MY 

ORDERS. 


TO THE AIRSTRIP THIS 
you 


AREN'T YOU 
TAKING ANYONE 
WITH YOU, Sie P 


Lf CAN LOOK 
AFTER MYSELF, 
THA 


MORGANS 


We 


NSS 
ws 


NY 
R 
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By ab i TIME DINGLE REACHED THE BEACHHEAD, HIS MIND HAD - 
SETTLED TO THE JOB HE HAD TO DO. HE COULD NOT ALLOW THE 
MORNING'S vicheT es TO INTERFERE WITH OPERATIONS. 








WING BLOWING. !T 
SHOULD BE 
POSSIBLE... 


AS SOON AS HE SIDE-SLIPPED HIS MACHINE IN TO 
A PERFECT THREE POINT Ree pen ASSAULT 
PARTY GROUND STAFF RAN TO HIS PLANE. 
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THEY MAN-HANOLED THE MUSTANG TO THE EOGE OF THE STRIP. DINGLE JUMPED 
FROM THE COCKPIT AND LEFT THE MECHANI ics TO REFUEL ANDO SERVICE THE 
MACHINE. HE HAD TO CONTACT STANBOURNE 


NICE WORK, SIR, WS SHOULD HAVE THE KITE 
IN 20M VE BEEN TRAINING 
OB TNS FoR MONTHS. 





WAS AMAZED HOW QUICKLY THEY CONTACTED STANBOURNE — 
ae te ania me LY THE LADS SERVICED HIS MUSTANG. AN HOU 
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AT LAST DINGLE SPOTTED HIS PILOTS. MORGAN WAS TOO FAR EAST AND 25 MINUTES 
LATE. DINGLE WAS SHORT OF FUEL. 


BUSTER LEADER CALLING 
BUSTER AIRCRAFT, YOURE LATE! 


IE EAST... I” AM AT ANGELS TEN. 
CAREFUL OF YOUR LANDINGS WHEN 
YOU GET THERE. 


BANGITS CLOSING 
SOUTH. LAST THREE 
BUSTERS BREAK STARBOARD 
kL, DEFLECTION 
IDER CARRY ON 
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EVERYTHING HAPPENED AT ONCE. THE GERMAN PILOTS DID NOT SEE THE _ 
C.0'S MUSTANG CURVE, OUT OF THE AFTERNOON SUN. 





THESE 
ENGLANDERS 
ARE 


DUCKS, 
AAALH! 


MORGAN HAD ALREADY BEEN TORN OFF A_STRIP FOR BEING LATE AND LOSING 
HIS WAY, THE ATTACKING M&s. HAD COMPLETELY UNNERVED HIM. HE 
OVERSHOT AND OPENED UP 

TO GO ROUND AGAIN : 


NEVER TO HAVE COME HERE: 
THOUGH. T'S THE 
TROUBLE WITH THESE 
‘PRESS ON! TYPES. 

THEY DONT CARE! 
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BLT Ea Line aes JUST WHERE FLYING ate MORGAN WAS WRONG. DINGLE 
TOO Mu HE HURLED MUSTANG sss pul AT FULL THROTTLE 
TILL ANOTNER ME. 5WUNG ACROSS He SIGHTS. EN — 


GOT Him f BLazes! 
NO PUBL! "STILL GOT 
OF SPEED THOUGH. SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO PUT HER 
IF THE OTHERS ARE clean, 


2 
Hq " i M IN ie 


MUSTANGS HAD ALREADY LANDED AND HAD BEEN MANHANDLED OFF THE 
SIPS Y THE WAITING GROUND STAFF, BUT AS MORGAN CAME ROUND AGAIN, 
HE FAILED TO. NOTICE THERE 
WAS _A_ MUSTANG IN TROUBLE, 


gene to eae! ER ae 


GIVE THEM 
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BUT MORGAN COULD SEE NO 

OBSTRUCTION. THE PLANE'S NOSE 

HID ALLAN O. WHOM HE 
WAS OVERTAKING. 


TW 
RIGHT AND I'M NOT , 
GOING ROUND AGAIN, 
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THE EDGE OF THE STRIP THERE WAS SOMEONE WHO HAD JUST ARRIVED 
AFTER WALKING MANY MILES FROM THE POINT WHERE HE HAD LANDED BY 
PARACHUTE...A PALE, HUNGRY FLIGHT -LIEUTEN, < 


ANT 
WHO_KNEW BOTH PILOTS BY THE LETTERS ON LOOK OUT, 
THEIR MACHINES. PINGLE J: 


CHUCK MACFARLANE, DEAD_TIREO THOUGH HE WAS, WAS 
FIRST ON THE SCENE. HE TWISTED WRECKAGE APART IN 
A VAIN praca TO RESCUE THE MANGLED REMAINS OF 
IT WANNA MAKE 
SURE, SERGEANT. 
YOU SEE TO THE 
OTHER ONE. 
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BOTH PILOTS HAD BEEN KILLED BY THE IMPACT. DAZED AND UTTERLY 
EXHAUSTED, CHUCK GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED A MUG OF TEA ANU SAT BROODING 


FOR A WHILE,.. 
A <4 ___( POOR OLD max |! (VV, 
Z : 
‘¥ Say 


SHOCKING \ Se-gagt  s 
00, THAT / iA Gros HAVEN'T GOT 
y : ; P MUCH OF THE OLD 
SQUADRON _LEFT, 
HAVE WE ? 





ar 


YY 


ac i 4A 


IT_WAS ONLY THEN HE REALISED THAT THE SQUADRON WAS) 
NOW A/S RESPONSIBILITY. AVE WAS THEIR C.O. THE MAN ¥ 
WHOSE ORDERS AND BEESITEINARY ACTIONS WOULD, FOR 


THE MOST PART, BE S HE HAD ONCE 


RESENTED HIS FORMER COMMANDING OFFICERS’... NOW HE 
KNEW HOW THEY HAD FELT... HARSHLY HE FORCED HIMSELF 


(al 
‘Kw 


-TO_RAP OUT HIS ORDERS 


FLIGHT. SERGEANT! GET ON THE BLOWER 
TO GROUP, WE NEED MORE PILOTS AND 
AIRCRAFT. YOU GUYS KIP DOWN SOMEWHERE 
AND GET SOME SHUT-EYE. WE'RE 
OPERATING TOMORROW AT DAWN / AND, 
SERGEANT... THE NEXT TIME I SEE YOU 
WITH AN UNBUTTONED TUNIC I'LL PUT 

YOU ON_A CHARGE! NOW, GET 
CRACKING J! 
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AIR ACE LIBRARIES SELL 
FAST. GET YOUR COPIES 
TODAY! 


THRILLS, 
ACTION 
AND 


DRAMA 
No.116—> 


LOOK OUT FOR THE OTHER AIR 
ACE LIBRARIES—ON SALE NOW! 





YOU GET 116 
ALL DIFFERENT 5 e 
GENUINE STAMPS QeTHe 


. . 
including: MONACO—Lourdes diamond shape; 
GERMANY — Sputnik; RED CHINA — Liberation; 
ALBANIA — 1921 Revolution (3); LATVIA — Airman; 
CZECH—Stalin; ESTONIA—Nazi Issue; ALLIED MILITARY 
GOV’T; ISRAEL; ARGENTINA and dozens of other 
fascinating and unusual stamps from all over the world. 
You also get: 88 stamp size Flags of the Nations to dress 
up your album! Planet Mail and Boy Scout Souvenir sheets! 
FREE! Complete set of 4 facsimiles of the historic Suez 
Canal Co. stamps. Issued 92 years ago—withdrawn within 
| month. Originals sell for up to £50 each at auction! 
GRAND TOTAL 208 DIFFERENT ITEMS. USUALLY 
6/6. ALL FOR | /- TO INTRODUCE OUR BARGAIN 
APPROVALS. (APPROVALS ARE STAMPS SENT TO 
YOU FOR FREE INSPECTION. BUY WHAT YOU WANT, 
RETURN THE REST IN 14 DAYS.) 
Money back if not 100% delighted 


SEND NAME AND ADDRESS AND 1/- ASK FOR 
LOT P.13, OR MAIL COUPON TODAY 


SS 


88 FLAGS oF THE WoRLD 


POST COUPON TODAY 


| TO: BROADWAY APPROVALS I 
50, DENMARK HILL, 
| LONDON, ses.” (LOT P.13) | 
| enclose 1 /-. Rush me the complete collection of 
208 different items including the 4 Suez facsimiles. 
eanin selection of bargain approvals for free 
examination, 


FAC 


MEVINAMES 8 
| ADDRESG............. 


BROADWAY APPROVALS. so. venmank Hitt. tonvoN.s.E.5. 


} 
Ll. 
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